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highest political position in the State. Such a
temper should naturally have made him in the
long run acquiesce in all official action.
Again, he was a man full of humour, and also
full of domestic affection. He keenly felt how
ridiculous a man looks in any isolated position,
how absurd it is to be a " crank/3 and he felt
still more keenly misunderstandings with any
of his own household. Such a man should
naturally shrink more than would another from
any action, let alone the acceptation of death
itself, in which he would suffer the public accusa-
tion of eccentricity and perverseness, and the
reproaches of his own wife.
Lastly, there is this point about the isolation
of this martyr. He could foresee no fruit follow-
ing upon his great example. In fact, during all
the four hundred years from his day to ours,
no apparent political fruit has been borne by it.
He was absolutely alone. He had nothing
within or without, nothing promised in the future,
nothing inherited from the past, nothing in the
traditions of his habits and life, to nerve him for
what he did. And yet he did it.
In order to understand how extraordinary the
case is, and what a marvellous example it is of
resolution and vision combined, let us appreciate
exactly what it was that the Blessed Thomas
More defended at the cost of his life.